
 

 

SUMMERTOWN, WOLVERCOTE and WYTHAM 
CHURCH PARTNERSHIP 

LOCAL COVENANT 
October 2021 

 
In obedience to the call of Christ, we, the ministers and people of  
 

All Saints’ Church Wytham 
St Michael and All Angels Summertown 
Summertown United Reformed Church 
St Peter’s Church Wolvercote 
Wolvercote Baptist Church 

 

who have shared our Christian life in a variety of ways over recent years, feel a need to 
show our love for God and for one another by a continuing commitment to act together 
in doing His will. 
 

We confess our Faith in One God, 
 the Father, Creator, 
 the Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, 
           the Holy Spirit, guiding His Church, the Body of Christ, into all truth. 
 

We rejoice in the riches of the traditions we have inherited and seek to share them 
more fully with one another in the unity which is the will and gift of God. 
 

We seek a deepening of our communion with Christ and with one another. 
 

We affirm our underlying unity in Christ and, through our action and pilgrimage 
together, we aspire to make that underlying unity more visible to the world. 
 
Should conflict or disagreement arise within the Partnership every effort will be made 
to resolve it gracefully. If the conflict or disagreement cannot be resolved the 
incumbents and ministers will meet to find a resolution and if it remains unresolved the 
advice of the County Ecumenical Officer will be sought. 
 

We therefore make this commitment to God and to each other. We commit ourselves 
and our churches – 
 
a. To continue to co-operate with each other, in search of the unity for which Christ 

prayed and in common evangelism and service to the world. 
b. To engage in joint worship, prayer and study, so that we may know and value 

each other and seek God's will for His people. 
c. To work together where appropriate in pastoral, social and evangelistic outreach 

into our community. 
d. To monitor progress and co-ordinate decision making about existing and future 

joint activities and publicity through a meeting three times per year of a 
Partnership Enabling Group, comprising the ministers and two lay 
representatives appointed by and from each participating congregation. Where 
representatives cannot attend the church may send someone in their stead. 

e. To share costs arising from Partnership activity in the proportions agreed by 
the Partnership Enabling Group. 

f. To consult with the other churches over the appointment of new ministers as far 
as is reasonably possible and consonant with denominational procedures, and 
to ensure that the relevant church profile sent to prospective candidates 



 

 

includes a copy of the Covenant and a positive statement concerning the 
existence and nature of the Partnership. 

g. To recognise each other’s Ministers and Eucharist, such that ministers may 
preside at the Eucharist in the church of a different denomination.  

h. To hold joint services of Confirmation and Reception into Membership. 
i. To be known as the Summertown, Wolvercote and Wytham Church 

Partnership. 
j. To review this local covenant no longer than seven years after it has been 

signed, with the help of one or more external facilitators if considered 
appropriate. 

 

SIGNED by Local Clergy and Ministers plus two lay representatives of each partner 
local Church.  
 
Summertown United Reformed Church  The Revd Pauline Main 

      The Revd Cara Heafey 

      John Harding 

      Beryl Knotts 

 

Wolvercote Baptist Church   The Revd Vivien Edwards 

      Jill Galloway 

      John Harper 

 

St Michael & All Angels,    The Revd Gavin Knight 
Summertown      

The Revd Clare Leal 

      Irim Sarwar 

      Emma Wilkinson 

 

Wolvercote and Wytham Benefice The Revd Katherine Tuckett 

      The Revd Shei Crowther 

St Peter’s Church Wolvercote   Wendy Sobey 

      Edward Wates 

All Saints’ Church Wytham   Katherine Day-Dawson 

Lorna Logan 



 

 

 
COUNTERSIGNED by official denominational representatives and representatives of 
Churches Together in Oxfordshire  
 
The Revd Clare Downing 
Moderator of the United Reformed Church Wessex Synod 
 
 
 
The Revd Dr Robert Ellis 
Southern Counties Baptist Association 
 
 
 
The Venerable Jonathan Chaffey CB 
Archdeacon of Oxford 
 
 
 
David Hare 
County Ecumenical Development Officer 
 
 
 
The Revd Jason St John Nicolle 
Chair of Churches Together in Oxfordshire 
 
 
 
Creating and redeeming God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
Your covenant of grace 
was made for our salvation 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
We come this day 
to covenant with you 
and with companion disciples: 
to watch over each other 
and to walk together before you 
in ways known 
and still to be made known. 
 
Pour your Spirit upon us. 
Help us so to walk in your ways 
that the promises we make this day, 
and the life that we live together, 
may become an offering of love, 
our duty and delight 
truly glorifying to you – 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

This day, 
we give ourselves again 
to the Lord 
and to each other 
to be bound together in fellowship, 
and to work together 
in the unity of the Spirit 
for the sake of God’s mission. 
 
In our parishes and congregations, 
in our local partnership, 
and in fellowship with the whole company 
of Christ’s people 
we commit what we have and who we are 
to fulfil God’s purposes of love. 
 

 

 


